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Water has become a critical commodity in the Carivecean ie
In spite of 2 relative abundance of rainfall’even on the
islands, the rzgion is faced with severs szzasonal shar
mwell as  increasing water quality pro Dlema, The sunnly: ©
water needs in the area will become even more critical as ecungmic
development acceleéraies and the population continuss to- iy
-The development of the necessary, intrasiruciu re. bo
‘water needs ‘of the rext 30 years will require | largs:
investments. . Perhaps even more important, it wil
training of scientists and technicians in the investiy
management of the limited water resources. The lack of
personnel could be the  most important. factor' in the solut
the water resources problems in the reglon. .
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The principal objectives of the "Third,Baribbean Islands
Resources Congress’: as well as the two previous meztings,
provzde a focus Tor the transfer.of technology on hiydvro
water. resources investigations in the regidn. The orgcx
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Cnllege of the U S Vlrgzn Islandsp Water Resources _Résear
Institute of the University of Puerto Ricoj Water = Resouwm
Division of the .U.S. Seclegical Surveys Carxbbean Districts
the Puerto Rico Water Resources: Association) are involved
extensive “water redgources. research, plawnlngg or . technulog
transfer in Puerto Rice . and the U.S. Virgin Islands., Thes
organizations can serve as a.focus +to prov1de the necessa
training to the other 151and: 1n the reglon- '
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fhe topics of the papers prﬁsentEd in this Thifd:':

address the mast 1mp0rtant water issues in the area. ' The severe

quality problems that affect water. supplies in the U.S. !
Islands are. the subject of. two papers.g The importances: QT{ &
reliable data base on water use in small islands is exemplifi on
the paper. on water use in. St. Croix. _ Advanced techn_wue" a%;
.discussed in how tc measure ground water cortr1but10n= to  rumofT

1
use of geochemical technicues for interpr=+“thn of wat cu,3iﬁv'

characteristics, use .of dye. tracers in karst ereass 51muleb oan s
small island’s aquifers. and use of borehole geophysical tools™ {
estimate moisture. The concern Tor the contamination of ‘
° water resources are presented in several - papers focusi
monitorings sludge management,'ahd gnvironmental assessment.

It is our purpose thsi these meeiings. be continued, snd  Lhzo
our objectives on sharing zsources and technology b: achiswzd.
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